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EL SALVADOR: Reactions 1o Arrests

Currentinvestigations of righiist civilians and mulitary allicers inve ved
in kidnaping plots are jikely |0 strengthen the government s crediz iy
on human rights i1ssues. hut poliical problems may anse if the prore
widens. Ihatl at least

20 civilians. military officers. and enl nnel have been
implicated in. and several arrested for. the criminal abductions o!
businessmen over the paslt thies yaars. Inthial public reaction lo tre

arresls, even within conservalive o WPosihon groups and the armed
forces, has been Iavoraule‘

Commaent. The government so lar appears 1o have resisted (he
templation 10 use these arrasis 1o altack the righlist opposihion. It 1he
case widens lo implicate addibional prominant miliary and civilian
personnel in other criminal or 1erronist aclivilies, however.
conservative interest groups and the armed (orces are likely th moct

a campaign to lorce President Du 1o imit the scope ol these
invesligahions _
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